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NEWS RELEASE

This release is available electronically on INN (News Net).
July 27, 1994
UM NAMES NEW D IR EC TO R FOR RURAL INSTITUTE,
D IRECTO R FOR RESEARCH AND TRAINING C EN TER
MISSOULA The University of Montana’s Rural Institute on Disabilities has a new director, Temple
University Associate Professor R. Timm Vogelsberg, announced Ray Murray, UM associate provost
for research and economic development.
Murray also announced that Miles City native Tom Seekins, head of the institute s research
and training division since 1988, has been promoted to become director ot the institute s Research
v

and Training Center on Rural Rehabilitation Services (RTC:Rural) effective Aug. 1.
"The Rural Institute is the largest, most productive and most

visible organized research

unit at The University of Montana," Murray said. "The institute works with programs such as
psychology, education, social work, and pharmacy and allied health sciences to provide educational
opportunities for students in these disciplines. "I’m very pleased that Dr. Vogelsberg is joining us
as director," he said. "He has had an outstanding career working in the area of disabilities and
brings to Montana a wealth of experience and knowledge that will be very helpiul to all ot us."
As director, Vogelsberg will head an organization with about 60 employees, nearly $3
million in annual grants and contracts, and a wide variety of grant-funded projects that aim to
promote full participation in rural life by people with disabilities. He said he plans to move to
Missoula from Philadelphia next month and be on the job full-time by Sept. 1.
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'T m very excited about coming to Montana," Vogelsberg said. "I’ve worked in rural areas
before and I really looking forward to coming back and working in a rural area again. What really
attracted me to the Rural Institute was that it has federal support to look into the issues of
providing services in rural areas. ’
Vogelsberg has been on the faculty of Temple University’s Department of Psychological
Studies since 1991. He also serves as executive director ol Community Integrated Services, a
private, non-profit supported employment service in the Philadelphia area. He has published three
books (a fourth, on supported employment, is in progress) and 29 monographs. He holds a
doctorate in special education/severe behavioral handicaps from the University ot Illinois at Urb
a master’s degree in learning disabilities from Utah State University and a bachelor’s in psychology

from Colorado Slate University.
Seekins, a Miles City native, will assume full responsibility tor RTC:Rural, Murray said.
RTC projects address a wide range of service and access issues - from housing and transportation
to supported employment and prevention of secondary disabilities - for people with disabilities
who live in rural areas.
Seekins, the institute's associate director for research and evaluation, has served as acting
director of the institute since Rick Offner resigned from the position last summer. He holds a
doctorate in child and developmental psychology and a master’s in human development from the
University of Kansas and a bachelor’s in psychology from UM. He has published many articles
and manuals and is preparing a book on community health advocacy.
•We are really pleased to have Dr. Seekins take on full responsibility for this program,"
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Murray said. "He is an outstanding researcher in the field of disabilities and is widely recognized
in the profession as a national leader."
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Contact: Ray Murray, 243-6670.
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